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Lawyer Who Freed 
Man Jailed a Year 


Fined for Contempt 

Montgomery Court!" 

Keeps Details Secret 
In Attorney’s Case 

By Jack C. Landau 

Staff Reporter 

A Silver Spring lawyer 1 
who worked to free an indi- 
gent baker from the Mont- 
gomery County jail has 
been fined for contempt of 
court by the judge whose 
order kept the man in jail 
for 373 days. i 

The attorney, Thomas E. ' 

Sehmidit, was held in con- 
tempt last week and fined $50 ' 
in a secret hearing hy Mont-' 
gomery County Circuit Court 
Judge Ralph G. Sfaure. The 
lawyer said he does not know 
why the contempt citation 
was issued. ; 

Judge Shure had commit- 
ted James D. Adelman to the 
jail on June 10, 1963, for fail- 
ing to obey a court family 
support order of $640. 

Last June 18, Schmidt, 
who took the case voluntarily 
without a fee, obtained Adel- 
mam’s freedom on an order, 
signed by Senior Circuit 
Court Judge Thomas Ander- 
son. 

The Clerk’s office reported 


that the public record of the 
contempt case against the 
lawyer is in Judge Shure’s 
office. The Judge’s secretary 
said the record could not be 
found until the judge returns 
from a convention in Atlantic 
City on Monday. The Court 
reporter declined to make a 
transcript of the bearing say- 
ing that the “judge might 
Want it kept secret.” 

Judge Shure, reached in 
Atlantic City, declined com- 
ment, ‘There is no way you 
can get hold of the record or 
the transcript until I get back 
on Monday,” the judge said. 
“I suggest you talk to Mr. 
Schmidt.” 

Schmidt said he appeared in 
the Judge’s chambers last 
Thursday after being called 
by the judge’s law clerk. 

Schmidt said he was asked a 
series of questions about his 
handling of the case and then 
the judge held him in con- 
tempt. 

“All I did was to help the 
boy get out of jail,” Schmidt 
said, “I really don’t under- 
stand it.” 

He said he paid the $50 
rather than be kept in custody. 

The only record available 
in the case is a brief notation 
in the court docket: “Hearing 
before Judge Shure. Thomas 
Schmidt guilty of contempt of 
court. Fine $50. July 2.” 



